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Introduction

GCSE choices, can be as exciting as they can be daunting. At this point, you have begun
to think about potential combinations of options and will come to a final decision
soon. The general advice is not to worry, gather information, discuss your options and
then submit your choices.

It is important to choose options according to your interests and passions. Taking a
GCSE or Vocational course requires you to approach your studies in a responsible
manner from the very start of Year 10. In all of your subjects you will need to further
develop your levels of organisation, commitment and the quality of the work you
produce. This will ensure you fulfil your potential across all subjects.

Please consider how courses are assessed. Many subjects are entirely exam based,
some of them include some form of Non—Exam Assessment (NEA). This may stretch
over several terms needing consistent application and dedication. This type of
assessment may suit you but it may not.

If you choose to do additional research please check the examinations you are looking
for are GCSE graded 9 — 1. Both GCSE and vocational courses will start in September
2022.

The next two years will be exciting and challenging. Before you choose your subjects
seek advice from a range of people: subject teachers, the Careers Adviser, form tutors
and your parents. You might also talk to older students and make the most of our
peer support network. Remember it is you who will study the subjects that you will
choose, so make sure that the final decisions are yours, choosing what you want to
study, so that you will be committed over the next two years.

Look into the future, and even if future careers may not yet be at the forefront of your
minds, select subjects that will keep open as many possibilities for your future as you
can.

Matthew Farrow

Deputy Headteacher
Head of Secondary




Options Choices Timeline

Early February
Options Evening
Your opportunity to speak to staff about the courses on offer.

]

Mid-February
Hand in your Options Choices Form to your Learning Leader.

We will collate all the choices.

U

March
Meeting with a member of SLG to finalise choices.
Please note that not all students will have a meeting.

¥

Before Easter Holiday
Final choices published and posted to parents.

MY N N

The Four Option Blocks

All the subjects on offer are put into four different Option Blocks. Students will choose one subject from
each option block. Where possible we will endeavour to give students their first choice of subjects but

because spaces are limited this might not be possible. Therefore, we also ask that students make a second
choice.

Option A Option B Option C Option D
French Art Business Studies Business Studies
Business .
Geography Studies Product design Geography
History Computing History Sports Studies

Spanish Drama Music

Triple Science
Asdan/Support* Citizenship Textiles




Key Staff

Please find below a list of key staff involved in the options process. Please get in touch with a relevant
member of staff if you require further support:

Name Role How they can help

Mr Hussain Learning Leader Mr Hussain is your first point of contact
regarding options choices.

Mr Farrow Deputy Headteacher Mr Farrow oversees the entire Options process
and will meet with students to discuss options
if 1t choice places cannot be allocated.

Ms Bergin- Assistant Headteacher For students with additional needs, Ms Bergin-
Miah Miah will help to support the process and

provide a link with a relevant member of staff.
Ms Ainsworth Head of Careers Ms Ainsworth can provide further information

around Sixth Form, College and options beyond
year 11 as well as future careers.

The National Picture of GCSEs and Vocational Courses

GCSE specifications and grading changed considerably some years ago. The new style GCSE examinations -
sometimes labelled GSES (9-1) were introduced in 2015 and 2017. The big change is the grading. The chart
below shows how this relates to the legacy A* - G grades. Grade 4 is considered to be a ‘standard pass’ and
5+ is considered a ‘strong’ pass.

New scale
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 u
Old scale
A* A B C D E F G u

The School also offers a range of vocational courses including BTEC Tech Awards and Levell / Level2
Certificates.

Achievement is awarded using Distinction, Merit and Pass at Level One or Level Two and grades are
comparable to GCSE (9-1)

Vocational Course Grades L2Di* L2Di L2M Lap LD LIM Lip

GCstpointsEquvalet | 9 | 8 | 7 [ & | 5 |




The Structure of Key Stage 4

Key Stage 4 consists of year 10 and year 11. It is made up of two elements: the Core subjects which are
compulsory and the Options subjects which students can select.

The Core Subjects

These subjects are the ones that all students study at KS4. Together they make up 5 GCSEs:

Subject

Time allocation

Details

English

4 hours per week

o English Language — GCSE
o English Literature - GCSE

Mathematics 4 hours per week

o Mathematics - GCSE

Science 4 hours per week o Combined Science — 2 GCSEs or
o Triple Science - 3 GCSEs
(Triple Science is where a student will study Biology,
Chemistry and Physics separately).

Core PE 1 hour per week This is a non-examined course focusing on students being

active participants in sports.

The Options Subjects

At George Mitchell school we offer a broad range of academic and vocational subjects. Academic subjects
lead to a GCSE qualification and Vocational subjects will lead to a Tech Award qualification or an equivalent.
Students can choose 4 of the following subjects:

History (GCSE)
Geography (GCSE)

French (GCSE)
Spanish (GCSE)

Computer Science (GCSE)
Triple Award in science (GCSE)

Business Studies (GCSE)
Citizenship (GCSE)

«  Art (BTEC)
e  Performing Arts (BTEC)
*  Music (BTEC)

* Design and Technology (GCSE)
* Hospitality and Catering (WJEC Voc)
e Textiles (GCSE)

*  Sports Studies (Cambridge National)

Altogether, George Mitchell students will study 9 subjects (plus Core PE) at KS4.

Option subjects are allocated 3 hours per week.




Subject Combinations

It is important to be aware of how subjects fit together. Our subject combinations are in three categories:
Pathway 1 - The English Baccalaureate (EBacc):

This is the most academic pathway. To achieve a full EBacc students will choose Geography or History and
French or Spanish. The most prestigious Universities (Russell Group) prefer this combination of subjects
when they are making offers. Russell group Universities in London include: UCL, Queen Mary, Kings College
and Imperial College.

An example of an EBacc combination is:
o English, Maths, Combined Science, History, French, Music and Computer Science.
or:

o English, Maths, Triple Science, Geography, Citizenship and Spanish.

Pathway 2

This pathway allows greater flexibility to combine academic and vocational subjects. In Pathway 2, students
select any of the listed subjects as long as they pick at least one of French, History, Geography, Triple
Science from Option Line A.

Pathway 3

This pathway is for students that will select ASDAN/support in Option A. Mrs Bergin-Miah will meet with
students individually if we feel this is the best option for you.

Considerations for Sixth Form:

At George Mitchell School we have an increasing large number of students applying to study for A level
courses at very aspirational Sixth Forms and Colleges in year 11. Every year, these sixth forms send a large
number of pupils to highly selective universities including Oxford, Cambridge and Harvard and Princeton
in the US.

The entry requirements for these sixth forms are very high and they often ask for grades 9-7 in the best 8
GCSES. This is important to know as students need to select at least 8 GCSE qualifications in their Options
choices.

Aspirational sixth forms/ colleges are:
*  LAE Stratford
* LAE Tottenham
* Newham Collegiate Sixth Form (NCS)
*  Brampton Manor
* King’s Maths School
*  Westminster Harris




English Language and English Literature — 2 GCSE

In English Language and Literature you will

learn

e non-fiction texts from the 19, 20t and 215 century : JBPRISILEY
including travel writing, diary entries and quality S (LASSICTHRILLER,
journalism

how to analyse a range of fiction texts including
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, ].B Priestley’s An Inspector
Calls, Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol as well as
conflict poetry

how to write in a variety of forms such as narrative
descriptions and argumentative essays

developing presentation and discussion skills in
front of an audience

You will learn by:

taking part in exploratory activities designed to develop confidence in reading and writing

being involved in group discussions, arguments and debates to develop critical opinions regarding
literature

building confidence in reading skills by encountering a range of non-fiction texts across three
centuries

having the opportunity to read and enjoy literature from a range of times and genres

encouraging personal responses to literature through analysing unseen texts

developing a precise and accurate writing style through practising technical aspects of written and
spoken expression

You will be assessed by:

English Language: 2 written exams both lasting 1 hour 45 minutes in which you will answer questions
on a range of non-fiction texts and complete 2 creative writing tasks (100% of final grade).

English Literature: Shakespeare and the 19* Century novel - exam lasting 1 hour 45 minutes (40% of
final grade) and Modern texts and poetry - exam lasting 2 hours 15 minutes (60% of final grade)
spoken language presentations (0%)

Additional costs & entry Course specification & further information

requirements

There are no specific entry
requirements for English
Language and Literature

AQA GCSE English Language and Literature - use the links below

for more details:

e https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/english /gcse/english-
literature-8702

e https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/english /gcse/english-

lanuage-8700

Where could English take you next?

The key English skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are required in all academic courses
and all careers.

The study of English develops confidence.

The study of English can provide a life-long love of literature

You will achieve critical skills that are applicable to the majority of job sectors.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-lanuage-8700
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-lanuage-8700

Mathematics - GCSE

In Mathematics you will learn about:

e Handling data and statistics to collect, organise,
present, analyse and evaluate data.

e The use of algebra to solve problems involving
unknowns

e The use of the number system to solve problems
involving real life situations including percentages,
decimals fractions, ratios and exchange rates

e properties of shapes and space and how to
effectively use measures

e how to apply mathematical concepts such as
problem solving and reasoning to solve complex
problems.

You will learn by:

e Doing group and paired work to build team working and communication skills.

e Doingindependent work to improve on research skills, to get the opportunity to explore and to have deeper
understanding of mathematical concepts.

e Using diverse set ICT tools to improve engagement, knowledge retention, encourage active participation in

lesson.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
* There is no entry requirement *Edexcel GCSE Mathematics: Further information is available
for maths. on Edexcel website: www.edexcelonline.co.uk
* All students are required to buy * www.mathsemporium.com
fx-99 1EX model scientific Other useful websites:
calculator www.mathsgenie.co.uk
e Edexcel revision Guide & www.corbettmaths.co.uk
Revision Workbook are highly www.justmaths.co.uk
recommended to students to www.mathswatch.co.uk
purchase. www.mymaths.co.uk

You will be assessed by:

e Linear course structure with three external examinations at the end of Year 11 each of which includes
material from the entire syllabus (each of the 3 papers are out of 80 marks, worth one-third of the overall
GCSE and 1 hour 30 minutes in length)

e Higher GCSE (Grade 4 — 9 (Grade 3 allowed)) and Foundation GCSE (Grade 1 —-5)

e Paper 1 (Non-calculator)

e Papers 2 & Paper 3 (Calculator)

Where could Mathematics take you next?

e Mathematics is an important discipline to study because many roles require a basic or advance
understanding of mathematical concepts.

e Mathematics makes people better at solving problemes. It gives people skills that is use across other subjects
and apply in many different job roles.



http://www.edexcelonline.co.uk/
http://www.mathsemporium.com/
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.co.uk/
http://www.justmaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/

Combined Science

In Combined Science you will learn about:

o Key skills that will help prepare you for whichever career you
pursue in the future, such as problem solving skills,
communication skills and the ability to analyse data.

e The GCSE Combined Science Trilogy course will enable you to
build upon the topics that you have studied in Year 7, 8 and 9.
You will study a range of biology, chemistry and physics topics
including: cell biology, ecology, atomic structure, chemical
changes, waves and electricity

You will learn by:

e Having regular opportunities to carry out practical work and develop investigational skills.

e Developing numeracy capability by learning how to organise and interpret data gathered during the study of
scientific experiments.

e Employing your literacy skills by reading, writing, speaking about and listening to a variety of texts in
Science which will allow you to access new scientific content, and as a result, develop your scientific
knowledge.

You will be assessed by:

e There will be six 1 hour 15 minute written exams; 2 biology papers, 2 chemistry papers and 2 physics papers.
(Higher or foundation tier exams. It is expected that majority of students will sit the higher tier paper)

e The practical knowledge and skills you will gain from your practical work will be assessed as part of the
terminal exams.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further

. CGP revision guides are available at a reduced information:

cost at the start of the course «  AQA Combined Science Trilogy

e www.aga.org.uk
e AQA revision guides are available at a
reduced cost from the department.

e  There are no specific entry requirements for
Combined Science

Where could Combined Science take you next?

o After successfully completing your GCSE, you can pursue an A level in Physics, Chemistry or Biology. A level
sciences equip you to think logically and solve problems which would enable you to pursue careers in a wide
range of fields e.g. space, climate change, medicine and ecology.

e In order to study Medicine at University, students must study Chemistry and Biology A level. Strong GCSE
grades in Science will be essential to meet the grade requirements for A level study in these subjects.



http://www.aqa.org.uk/

TRIPLE SCIENCE — 3 GCSEs

BIOLOGY GCSE, CHEMISTRY GCSE & PHYSICS GCSE

In Triple Science you will learn about:
Same exciting topics from the GCSE Combined
Science course but in greater detail. This will further
deepen your understanding of how the world around
you works. The topics include:

e Biology — Inheritance, variation and evolution
e Chemistry -Organic and quantitative chemistry
e  Physics — Astronomy and Electromagnetism

You will learn by:

e Appling observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the
field and in other learning environments.

e Developing your ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the methodology,
evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

You will be assessed by:

e The Triple Award qualification will be assessed by two written exams for each of the GCSE science subjects
and the combined results for the two subject specific exams will account for 100% of the final mark awarded.

e The final GCSE level awarded will reflect overall performance across both exams for that specific subject and
as a result students will receive three separate science GCSE grades.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further
e A passion for science. information:

e You do not need to have top grades in science e AQA Biology 8461
to do triple science, just a love for the subject. e AQA Chemistry 8462

e AQA Physics 8463

e www.aga.org.uk

e AQA revision guides are available at a reduced cost
from the department.

Wheve could Triple Science take you next?

e After successfully completing your GCSEs, you can pursue an A level in Physics, Chemistry or Biology.
Studying science related subjects post-16 provides the opportunity to follow a range of careers/professions
in fields such as science, engineering, journalism, law, architecture, business and finance and medicine.



http://www.aqa.org.uk/

Computer Science -

In Computer Science you will learn about:

e The internal workings of computer systems
e Developing algorithms that accomplish certain tasks
e  Building networks

b; $
e Understanding cyber security - q(a), .1?.19.&.::2/:; i((
e  Modifying databases ’ { ® == r(alc], b) 8& b ;ush}.‘“
e Discussing different ethical and moral issues which revolve ~20gged").a(), a = q(a), a = a.re
around the use of computers in our world. $3€ < a.length;c++) { @ = '("‘

= b.length - 1; return ¢; )}

You will learn by:

e Analysing computer systems and answering essay style questions that require explanation and justification
e  Practicing programming techniques and through that learning how to create, correct, and use code

e Developing virtual networks and strategies on how they can be protected against attacks

e Whole class debates on ethical and moral issues

You will be assessed by:

e (Questioning

e  Exam style questions

e  Self-marking programming tasks
e Self-marking

e  Peer-marking

e  Mock exams

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
e  You will do well in this course if you e The examining body is AQA
have a good and strong foundation e The course name is GCSE Computer Science 8525
in Maths. e There are eight topics which will be covered across two
e Agood understanding of English is years
also desirable so that the context of e Year 10: Algorithms, Programming, Data Representation,
the exam questions can be Computer Systems
understood well e Year 11: Computer Networks, Cyber Security, Databases
(SQL), Ethical and Legal Impacts of Digital Technology

Whevre could Computer Science take you next?

e Completing an academic course like this opens the door to many advanced subjects, which you could be
interested in as it is a well-respected course. If you wish, you could continue into A-Level Computing, A-Level
and Further Maths.

e  (Careers: Programming, Software Engineer, Website Design, Cyber Security, Network Engineer.




Business Studies - GCSE

In Business Studies you will learn about:

e The exciting and real-world contemporary business issues
for different types and sizes of businesses in local, national
and global contexts

e How to develop as enterprising individuals with the ability
to think commercially and creatively to demonstrate
business acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed
business decisions and solve complex business problems

e Investigate and analyse real business opportunities and
issues to construct well-argued, well-evidenced, balanced
and structured arguments, demonstrating the depth and
breadth of understanding of business.

You will learn by:

e Taking part in role-plays and group activities to solve business problems

e  Visiting real innovative businesses to see how they work

e Making extensive use of ICT and the Internet for business simulations and to carry out research

e Having world class guest speakers from Business and IT backgrounds teach real-life business skills

You will be assessed by:

e  Two written exams, each 1 hour 30 minutes in length and worth 90 marks (each exam contributes 50% of
final grade).

e  For both exams, there is a mix of multiple-choice questions, short, medium and extended response
questions.

e  Paper 1 which is called ‘Investigating Small Business’ and Paper 2 which is called ‘Building a business’

Course entry requirements: Course specification and

e  Minimum Grade 4 in English and Maths at the end of year 9. further information:

e Enjoy reading and be prepared to read outside of lessons
(broadsheet newspapers).

e Be able to work in-depth on homework and in class activities as
there is a lot of extended writing.

e Be good at communicating and explaining your ideas and also at
analysing and evaluating and applying concepts to different
situations.

e Edexcel GCSE Business
2017 (1BSO1 and IBSO2)

e Google Classroom Business
Studies Room

e Youtube > Bizconsesh >
Edexcel Paper 1 and 2

Where could Business Studies take you next?

e Business GCSE provides an excellent preparation for business and working life in general

e It is useful for a wide range of careers, including Management, Finance, Law, Media, Psychology,
Engineering, Accountancy, Economics, Stock Broking, Trading and Local government.

e  You will also know how to set up and run your own business




History - GCSE

In History you will learn about:

Germany 1918 — 1939 - the rise to power of the Nazis and
life in Nazi Germany. Superpower relations and the Cold
War, 1941-91 - The world today is still shaped by the Cold
War between the USA and the USSR, why had how did this
happen. Migration has shaped the UK. Elizabeth | was one
of the most powerful Monarchs in History - learn about
what made her so powerful and the challenges of her reign.
Migrants in Britain c800 to present day. Migration is part of
the UK’s History, why and which groups have forged the
modern UK?

You will learn by:
* analytical thinking and extended writing
*  stimulating discussion and debate

. enquiries and investigations into the big questions which surround each topic

You will be assessed by exam in Year 11:

*  Paper 1: Thematic Study (exam 1 hour 15mins): Migrants in Britain c800-present day with Historic
Environment: Notting Hill c1948—-c1970 (30% total GCSE)

*  Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study (exam 1 hour 45 mins): Period Study — Superpower relations and
the Cold War, 1941-91, British Depth Study — Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 (40% total GCSE)

. Paper 3: Modern Depth Study (1 hour 20 mins): Weimar and Nazi Germany,1918-39. (30% total GCSE)

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:

Have achieved or are working at secure e  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
or mastery in English in Year 9. geses/history-2016.html

Please discuss with Ms Jeffery - Subject e https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4j

Lead for History if you have a passion

for History and want to take GCSE but e https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/courses/add?Price=
are not currently working at Secure or Free&text=history+gcse+exdecel+

Mastery in English

Where could History take you next?

History is an academic subject which is highly valued by colleges, universities and employers for the skills it
develops — investigation, analysis and critical thinking, as well as structured argument and effective
communication and written skills. Historians become teachers, journalists, doctors, lawyers, lecturers,
campaigners, business people, managers and more.



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zw4bv4j
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/courses/add?Price=Free&text=history+gcse+exdecel+
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/courses/add?Price=Free&text=history+gcse+exdecel+

Geography - GCSE

In Geography you will learn about:

e Explanations for the world around you

e The study of both Human and Physical geography and how they
interact

WHERE?

=

e The ideas of sustainable development and understanding your
role in caring for the environment

e Different people’s opinions about the future of our world today,
so that you understand issues that affect our planet currently

e Case studies from a local, national and international perspective
that include a whole range of geographical issues such as
flooding in the UK and Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines

e« How to use a range of skills that many employers are looking for
today, such as the evaluation and analysis of data

You will learn by:

e Following an enquiry-based approach where you are encouraged to learn by asking questions about places
and geographical issues

e Using a range of data such as Ordnance Survey maps, photographs and satellite images, sketch maps, cross
sections and Geographic Information Systems to analyse and evaluate spatial patterns of data

e Taking part in 2 days of fieldwork; one to the coastline to see first-hand the effects of rising sea levels and the
impact on coastal erosion, and a second to explore a local urban area and issues which face it. Both fieldwork
occasions will allow you to collect primary data to support your Geographical Applications exam paper.

You will be assessed by: 3 Exams

1. One hour and 30 minute exam on Physical Geography — the challenge of natural hazards, the living world and
UK physical landscapes — coasts & rivers (35% of final grade)

2.  One hour and 30 minute exam on Human Geography — urban issues and challenges, the changing economic
world and the challenge of resource management (35% of final grade)

3. One hour and 30 minute exam on Geographical Applications — issue evaluation and geographical skills (30%
of final grade)

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
Geography requires a broad range of e AQA GCSE Specification - more information can be found at
knowledge and skills which you will www.aga.org.uk.
develop over the course however a solid e We use the CGP revision guide to accompany our course
understanding of: https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-

e  Mathematics books/gcse/humanities/geography/gar45-gcse-9-1-

e Science geography-aga-revision-guide-(with - students will be able

e Extended writing to purchase this in school at the beginning of term when the
is needed for you to access the exam course starts.
questions.

Where could Geography take you next?

e Geography graduates have one of the highest rates of employment in a wide range of jobs such as chartered
surveyor, architect, urban planner, estate agent, environmental engineer, cartographer, TV researcher,
diplomat, lawyer, accountant and many more.

e Geography is a subject which links well with Mathematics, Science or Humanities subjects and will develop
skills that will support and enhance your studies in lots of other subjects. It helps to keep your options wide
and open.



http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/gar45-gcse-9-1-geography-aqa-revision-guide-(with
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/gar45-gcse-9-1-geography-aqa-revision-guide-(with
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/gar45-gcse-9-1-geography-aqa-revision-guide-(with

Citizenship - GCSE

In Citizenship you will learn about:

Students follow the full course Citizenship
programme which is divided into five themes
and they sit two examinations which includes
carrying out a 'Taking Action' project.

Theme A: Living together in the UK.
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK
Theme C: Law and justice

Theme D: Power and influence

Theme E: Taking citizenship action

You will learn by:

Taking action in your community, you will gain valuable skills and advocacy, organisation and leadership.
The subject is perfect for students who are passionate about social justice, politics and making a positive
impact on the world around them.

Choosing Citizenship GCSE will give you an opportunity to explore how you can make a difference in society,
locally, nationally, and globally. Through studying topics such as democracy, law, power and influence, you
will develop a deep understanding of how the world works and how you can play a role in shaping it.

You will be assessed by:

Two written examinations; 1 hour and 45 minutes 80 marks per paper. Each paper has a variety of exam questions,
including short and extended responses.

Assessed in Paper 1 is Theme A Living together in the UK, Theme B Democracy at work in the UK and Theme
C Law and justice.

Assessed in Paper 2 is Theme D Power and influence and Theme E Taking citizenship action. Students will be
assessed on the investigation and taking action skills through a series of examination questions.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
e Tobe open-minded and be e Thisis a full course GCSE (9-1) Citizenship from Edexcel (syllabus
able to consider a range of code 1CSO).
viewpoints. e  Useful websites:
e To have strong written skills www.edexcel.co.uk
and enjoy discussion and www.bbc.co.uk/citizenship
debate. www.thestudentroom.co.uk

Where could Citizenship GCSE take you next?

With strong links to careers in politics, law, public policy, and activism, Citizenship GCSE will prepare you for
a future where you can truly make a difference.



http://www.edexcel.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/

Modern Foreign Languages:

French GCSE | Spanish GCSE

Ym As(v:’lt(."_; % X v
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e  Your identity — how to talk about yourself and your tur
family, your free time and hobbies, food and drink
and social media

e Local, national and international areas of interest —
how to describe your town and local area, as well as
discussing the environment and other global issues

e School and future plans — how to discuss your
current education and your plans for the future

You will learn by:

e  Practicing listening, both at home, independently and at school.

e Developing your spoken confidence by working with your teacher and your peers.

e Improving your reading and written skills by reading challenging texts which support your grammatical and
lexical development.

You will be assessed by:

e  Regular assignments in Speaking and Writing to ensure that you are on track.
e Exams at the end of your two-year course in each of the four skills — listening, speaking, reading and writing
(each aspect is worth 25% of your final grade).

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:

e AQA French — Course Code — 8652
AQA Spanish — Course Code — 8692

There are no specific entry
requirements for languages except
having studied the same language
at KS3.

https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse

e  Exam revision and workbooks are available to buy from the
department — please see your teacher for further details

Where could Modern Foreign Languages take you next?

e Alevel language courses.
e University — some non-language degree courses require a GCSE in a foreign language.
e Onto the international stage — banking, journalism, law, to name but some — the world really is your oyster!



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse

Art and Design - GCSE

In Art and Design you will learn about:

Different ways of using media including clay, paint, digital
media and printmaking

How to analyse the work of other artists and designers
How to experiment with different materials and equipment
How to use photography as part of preparation

Working to briefs and developing an exciting portfolio

You will learn by:

Developing your skills through different workshops and projects that introduce you to new materials,
techniques and processes

Exploring the work of artists and designers

Being experimental with materials and ideas, and enjoying being creative

You will be assessed by:

There are two units overall. An internally assessed unit and an externally assessed unit, both are set by the
exam board and will conclude with an 8 hour timed exam in which the final pieces will be produced

You will need to meet the criteria of the briefs set by the exam board

Your work will need to be well presented and annotated. Presenting your work in a portfolio is an important
part of the assessment process

You will receive a grade ranging from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction for each unit of work. The grades for
each unit add together using a points system. The final grade range for the course is from Level 1 Pass to
Level 2 Distinction*

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further

information:
There are no specific entry requirements for

Desi
Art & Design e EDEXCEL exam board

Equipment and materials are supplied by the
school. However, it is beneficial to have your
own to work with at home

e  Pearson BTEC Tech Award in Art and Design
Practice (2022)

Where could BTEC Art and Design take you next?

A Level Art and Design

BTEC National Certificate, Diploma, Extended Certificate, Extended Diploma or Foundation Diploma in Art &
Design




Performing Arts - BTEC

In Performing Arts you will learn about:

This course allows you to study acting, giving you the
opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in
a practical learning environment. You will examine the
roles and responsibilities of different performance
artists and practitioners such as actors, directors and
playwrights; as well as the different approaches and
styles used, such as comedy, physical theatre and
realism.

You will learn by:

You will carry out tasks and mini-projects throughout the course. Your teacher will mark these, which will give
you an idea of how you are getting on. Towards the end of the course you will do one larger project in acting,
where you use the knowledge, skills and techniques you have learned to devise and deliver a performance to a
specific audience from a brief that will be given to you.

You will be assessed by:

You will be required to complete two internally set briefs and one externally set task.

The assessments are split into the following three components:

e Exploring the Performing Arts - get a taste of what it’s like to be a professional actor.

e Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts - develop skills and techniques in acting

e Performing to a Brief - consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts, and put this into
practice in a performance.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
e Keen interest in acting and the e Thisis a BTEC Tech award.
performing arts industry.
e Can be found on the Pearson Qualifications website;
e You must be able to work well as https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec
part of a team. -tech-awards/performing-arts.html

Where could Performing Arts take you next?

After you have finished the course, you can progress to further study such as A levels, BTECs or a mixture of
both, or you might want to find work in performing arts, as an apprentice or a trainee. Which option is best for
you will depend on both the grades you achieve in this qualification and in other qualifications you have taken
and what you enjoy doing.



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts.html

Music - BTEC

In Music you will learn about:

e  Performing

e Developing an understanding of composition and
how to create music

e Skills in music technology and sound production

e Rehearsing and creating music individually and in
groups

e The characteristics of different styles of music

You will learn by:

e Group rehearsal and class performance

e Composition/Remix tasks using computer software

e Performing music using your chosen instrument or voice
e Researching and listening to different styles of music

You will be assessed by:

e Making three remixes of various songs in different styles

¢ Two group or solo performances

e One original song created either in a band or on garage-band
e A written portfolio on four styles of music

e Arehearsal log an diary of your progress

Course entry requirements: Course  specification  and  further

information:
e There are no specific entry requirements for

Music.
usic e EDEXCEL exam board

e  Experience in performing or playing a

L. . - e  Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Music
musical instrument is beneficial.

e All students will be given instrumental
lessons to support their performance
coursework.

Where could Music take you next?

e Sixth form route: BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Music/A-Level Music

e  University route: BA Music

e Many career pathways available for example music production/performance, concert management,
studio engineering, music marketing and many more




Design Technology with Textiles - GCSE

In D&T with Textiles you will learn about:

Design and technology in our world

Smart materials, composites and technical components

Electronic systems and programmable components

Mechanical components and devices

Materials and their working properties

Natural, synthetic, blended and mixed fibres, and woven, non-woven and
knitted textiles

You will learn by:

Studying the impact of new and emerging technologies, the evaluation of new and emerging technologies,
modern and smart materials, ecological and social footprint and investigating and analysing the work of
others within fashion and textiles

Developing your skills in understanding how design and technology practice takes place within contexts,
identifying and understanding user needs, investigating challenges, developing ideas, selecting and working
with materials and components and using specialist techniques and processes

strategies communicating design ideas developing a prototype

You will be assessed by:

50% Exam paper (2hrs). Section A consists of a variety of short answer, structured and extended writing
questions that will test your knowledge of the core technical principles. Section B Consists of questions
assessing your in-depth knowledge and understanding.

50% Coursework (NEA). An A3 coursework folder or sketchbook, modelling samples and a final piece

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
e A contribution towards e Exam Board: WJEC Eduqgas D&T
resources for projects will be e  Specification link:
necessary https://www.edugas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-

technology-gcse/#tab overview

There are no specific entry

requirements for Textile Design e  Books: https://www.eduqgas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-
technology-gcse/?sub nav_level=books#tab resources

Where could Design Technology with Textiles take you next?

Textile Specific: Clothing/textile technologist, Colour technologist, Interior and spatial designer, Fashion
designer, Textile designer, Conservator, Further education teacher, Graphic designer, Higher education
lecturer, Printmaker, Product designer, Retail buyer, Secondary school teacher, Stylist, Visual merchandiser
& fashion styling.

D&T: art and design, media, engineering, photography, construction and building services.

Apprenticeships that link to an interest in design technology: junior product designer, theatre set carpenter,
civil engineering technician, design and draughting technician and engineering model maker.



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/?sub_nav_level=books#tab_resources
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/?sub_nav_level=books#tab_resources

Design and Technology GCSE

In Product Design you will learn about:

e Design and technology in our world

e Structures, smart materials, composites and
technical components

e Electronic systems and programmable
components

e Mechanical components and devices

e Materials and their working properties

e Timber, manufactured board, polymers and
metals

You will learn by:

e Studying the impact of new and emerging technologies, the evaluation of new and emerging
technologies, modern and smart materials, ecological and social footprint and investigating and
analysing the work of others within fashion and textiles

e Developing your skills in understanding how design and technology practice takes place within contexts,
identifying and understanding user needs, investigating challenges, developing ideas, selecting and
working with materials and components and using specialist techniques and processes

e strategies communicating design ideas developing a prototype

e  Working independently and creatively whilst developing time management/organisational skills.

You will be assessed by:

* 50% Exam paper (2hrs). Section A consists of a variety of short answer, structured and extended writing
guestions that will test your knowledge of the core technical principles. Section B Consists of questions
assessing your in-depth knowledge and understanding.

® 50% Coursework (NEA). An A3 coursework folder or sketchbook, modelling samples and a final piece

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:
You need to be well-organised and self- ® Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas D&T
disciplined. For your controlled task you e Specification Link:
will need: https://www.edugas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-
e Good literacy skills technology-gcse/#tab overview
e Good mathematical skills
e Good drawing skills ¢ Book:https://www.edugas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-
e Good practical skills technology-gcse/?sub nav_level=books#tab resources
¢ The ability to think and solve problems
¢ Imagination and creativity

Where could Product Design take you next?

Britain has always produced world-class designers (one of our major exports!) e.g Jonathan Ive, Thomas
Heatherwick, James Dyson, Bethan Gray, Vivienne Westwood, and Stella McCartney the list goes on. The
diversity of this course means it can lead to a career in the creative industries.

Potential career paths: *Product designer, *Product manufacturer, *Stylist, *Materials engineer,
*Production manager, *Architecture, *Jeweller, *Furniture designer, * Theatre, *Film and industries,
*Education, civil engineering technician, design and draughting technician and engineering model maker



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/?sub_nav_level=books#tab_resources
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/design-and-technology-gcse/?sub_nav_level=books#tab_resources

Sport Studies L1/ L2 Cambridge National Certificate

In Sport Studies you will learn about:

e Contemporary issues in sport — E.g. The Olympics

"
and other major sporting events \& &
e Developing sports and leadership skills — Sports "" ’ ,’;’ Ty
performance as an individual, as part of a team and Y/

acting as a coach/leader. 4
e Sport and the media — Analysing the role of the (

media in sport

You will learn by:

e Taking an active role in both practical and theory lessons. Sport studies students will be expected to fully
engage in all practical lessons, working hard to develop sports skills in team and individual sports activities as
well as develop leadership skills that will enable you to coach/lead others.

e Theory lessons will involve individual and group activities including class discussions and completing
assignments. You will be expected to fully emerge yourself in the world of sport using practical examples to
help complete class, homework and coursework deadlines.

You will be assessed by:

e Completing a 1 hour 15 minute written exam

e Performing practically as an individual and as part of team.

e Demonstrating coaching and leadership skills, including planning and delivering a coaching session.
e  Written assignments and coursework applying sporting examples to support your answers.

Course entry requirements: Course specification and further information:

e Akeen interest in Sport (Watching on
TV as well as playing in school)

e  Strong practical sport skills

e Beable to analyse own and others

e OCR Cambridge Nationals Sport Studies Level 1&2

e  Full details of the course and sample subject can be found

performance at:
e Able to write assignments
e  Ability to lead others https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-
e A commitment to extra-curricular PE nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/

Wheve could Sports Studies take you next?

If you're interested in Sport and exercise there are several career paths you could take. Possible careers may
include being a coach, sports scientist, PE teacher, sports development officer as well as a career in the police,
army of fire service. Please see the link below.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjcwvk7/jobs-that-use-pe/1



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zjcwvk7/jobs-that-use-pe/1

Name:

Form Group:

Choose one subject from each option line and return to your Learning
Leader.

Circle your 1° choice from each option line

Option A Optlon B Option C Option D
French Business Studies Business Studies
Geography lefczlgleesss History Geography
History Computing Music Sports Studies
Spanish Drama Product Design Triple Science
Asdan/Support* Citizenship Textiles

* Mrs Bergin-Miah will adwse which students could take this course.

2nd Choice

This is your backup choice if there are not enough spaces available in your 15t choice.
90% of students get at least 3 first choice subjects.

Option A Ogtlon B Option C Option D
French Business Studies Business Studies
Geography B;(Z'gzis History Geography
History Computing Music Sports Studies
Spanish Drama Product Design Triple Science
Asdan/Support* Citizenship Textiles

| have spoken with my child and agree with the choices made above.
Parent/Carer

Signature:

Date:




